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Eiben Eugene (Gene) Hammack was d elivered by a m id-wife on the family 
farm nem Hocilatown. Oklalloma. Wilen Gene was 3 years o ld. ilis fa tiler 
died wll ile ilclping sipllon gasoline for some m cn WllOSC car hael rLlIl out of 
gas. His now w idowed mOtll er was le ft to raise G children and a foster c ilild 
on hcr own. Prio r to en tering the 9th gradc. Gcnc's tWO oldest s is ters took 

Ililn 10 live \Villl tlle nl in Slilh·va te r. 

Gene was a rawlJoneel 6 '2 " natural athlete. Upon arriv ing at St illwater High School. Il e was recru ited to 
p lay footba ll. He p layed in tile firs t game he ever saw. Besides b e ing an outs tand ing studcnt. Gcnc played 
on tile SHS basketlJall and baseball team s. His fric nd ly smile and kind n<Hure m ade hillt very popular. He 
served all the s tudent counc il and was elected Sr. Class Pres ident. 

His senior year at SHS. Gcnc's athletic ab ili ty was ut ili zed as he was called on to p lay tacklc. rigllt 
halfback and c nd at v arious limes on tile single-wing offense. On dcfcnsc 11C p laycd defcnsive IJack. A 
highligll t came in tile g,1I11e against Guthrie w llcn 11C caugh t a pass while lying on Ilis IJ'lCk . Gene and h is 
lifelong fr iend. SHS quarterback Olcn ~1i ller. led tile SHS Pio neer's to an unbea ten record and Cimarron 
vallcy c llampions llip. The 1938 team only gave up 13 poims all season. Gene was nam ed firs t team end 
on tile Tulsa World 1938 ,,,II-Statc High School football team. He p layed in the 1939 A ll-State Football Gam c 
at Taft Slild ium in Oklahom a City. 

In the fall o f 1939 Gene p layed freshm an football for Oklallom a A&M. AS \Vorlel w ar IIIJcgan to hcat up. 
Gene left college to IJccomc an Arm y ,"i r Force p ilo t. It was at flight school in Shawnee that Gene m et his 
future wife. Frances. Lalcr. hc bccam e an instructor pilo t a t Corsicana. Texas. From tll ere. he was transferred 
to a base in Ind ia w llere he flew C47 cargo planes ovcr thc ruggcd Himalayan Mounlains inlo Cilina. For ilis 
bravery, he was awarded tile Dis tinguisllcd Fly ing Cross. 

A fter the war. Gene ane! Frances relu rncd to Stillwa le r and Oklailoma A&M. liv ing at Vet V illage on tile 
~orth side o f the cam p us. HC g raduated in 1948 w itil a degree in accounting and soon passed ilis CPA 
cxam. Wil ile working for an accounting fi rm . he atlene!ed n igh t school a t OCU and obta ined his law degree. 
In 198 1. after a long and d is tinguisllCellJus incss career. Gene retired as V ice-President and Complroller a t 
Local Federal Savings and Loan in 198 1. 

Civica lly. Gene served as Pres idelll and as Treasurer of Sen oma. was a m ember of lile Lion's Club. 
Comm issione r o f tile Y\ 'ICA baselJall board , and worked e!il igemly on behalf of llIan y annual YMCA 
membership drivcs. HC was proud to IJC a Mason and was a 32nd degree Sconisll Ri te. 

Gene and Frances Ilad four child ren. Jim. Bob. Keith . anel L ce Ann . Gcnc was an aviel golfer anel hunter 
anel Ile always found time to be a Cub SCOUI leader ane! coach ilis chi ldren 's athle tic team s. 

Another interesting note is that one chilly autumn n igh t w hile in high school. Gene loaned his letterm an's 
j acket to a friend. Sadly. it was never rc turnce!. In 1998. Sam a Claus IJrought him a rcplacem ent SHS 
le tte rnlan 's j ac ke t. Therea fte r. he p ro udly \"ore th e j acke t \"i th the p ro lllin e n r liSt! o n The c hest o n Ill(J I1Y 
occasions. T oday. tllat replica lene rman 's jackel is on d isp lay in tile SHS A lumn i Room . 
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